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made clear his disdain for civilized behavior.
He brutalized his own people, attacked his
neighbors, supported terrorism, and sought to
acquire weapons of mass destruction. Our policy
is equally clear: When our interest in the secu-
rity of our friends and allies is threatened, we
will act with force if necessary. That is what
we did this morning in Iraq.

I know the thoughts and prayers of all Ameri-
cans are with our military men and women who
are conducting this mission. God bless them and
the Nation they are serving.

Q. Mr. President, why do you think that only
Britain is supporting our move? Why have the
allies all retreated from any support?

The President. Well, I believe that—first of
all, you have to ask them their position. But
I believe that we have historically, at least in
recent history, taken the lead in matters like
this, and I think this was our responsibility at
this time. I talked to quite a large number of
our allies, and I am satisfied with their response.
And I believe that we will be able to go forward
with this mission, and I think others feel that
at this time there may be, for their own domes-
tic purposes, some limits on how much they
can do.

But I think it’s important to move now. We
have not seen any withdrawal of Saddam’s forces
from the area, and we know that he has a his-
tory of seeing how far he can go, taking a little
and then doing a little more, taking a little and
doing a little more. So I can only tell you what
I believe is right and that I have done my best
to cooperate with others.

Q. Is this the end?

Q. Mr. President, he appears unbowed. He
says that he’s not going to recognize the no-
fly zones anymore. He says that there has been
only minimal damage to Iraqi assets, and that
he urges his troops to resist strikes. Is this over,
or is there going to have to be more?

The President. Well, as always with Saddam
Hussein, it depends entirely on what he does,
not on what he says but what he does. And
we were trying to have very limited damage
to human beings and trying to take an action
which would show our resolve and would pro-
tect our planes as they fly in an expanded no-
fly zone. That’s why the targets were picked,
to make it clear what we thought and to secure
the safety of the planes that will be flying the
expanded no-fly zone.

Q. Mr. President, at this stage do you see
any other troop movements that alarm you?

The President. The present deployments and
the things that we have seen in support of them
convince me that at least he has maintained
the potential to take further military action in
the region. That is the problem. He said, ‘‘Well,
we took our soldiers out of Irbil.’’ That’s true,
but look where they are and look what they’re
doing. And the latest reports this morning are
not encouraging.

So again, I will say to you, let’s look and
see what he does, and that is, I think, what
should drive our actions. The words are not
important; the actions are what matter.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:07 a.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to President Saddam Hussein of Iraq.

Message to the Senate Transmitting the Turkey-United States
Tax Agreement
September 3, 1996

To the Senate of the United States:
I transmit herewith for Senate advice and

consent to ratification the Agreement Between
the Government of the United States of America
and the Government of the Republic of Turkey
for the Avoidance of Double Taxation and the
Prevention of Fiscal Evasion with Respect to
Taxes on Income, together with a related Pro-
tocol, signed at Washington March 28, 1996.

Also transmitted for the information of the Sen-
ate is the report of the Department of State
with respect to the Agreement.

This Agreement, which is similar to tax trea-
ties between the United States and other OECD
nations, provides maximum rates of tax to be
applied to various types of income, protection
from double taxation of income, exchange of
information to prevent fiscal evasion, and stand-
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ard rules to limit the benefits of the Agreement
to persons that are not engaged in treaty shop-
ping.

I recommend that the Senate give early and
favorable consideration to this Agreement and

related Protocol and give its advice and consent
to ratification.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
September 3, 1996.

Remarks to the National Guard Association of the United States
September 3, 1996

Thank you. Ladies and gentlemen, that was
a stunning example of Clinton’s fourth law of
politics, which is, whenever possible, be intro-
duced by someone you have known all your
life. They are prone to exaggerate. [Laughter]

Thank you, General Thrash and Rose, for
being here and for your service to our Nation.
Thank you, General Freeman, my present Adju-
tant General here in Washington, for escorting
me in. Secretary West, General Alexander,
Under Secretary Dorn, Assistant Secretary Lee,
Lieutenant General Baca, thank you for your
good work. General Philbin, Terry O’Connell,
Senator Akaka, Representative Wicker. And I’d
like to say a happy 73d birthday to Lieutenant
General Vern Webber. Happy birthday, sir.
Where are you? [Applause] On you, they look
good, those years. They look good. Thank you.

Let me begin by thanking you for dedicating
this conference to Congressman Sonny Mont-
gomery. Long before I ever entered public life,
I knew about Sonny Montgomery because he
represented my neighboring State of Mississippi
and because one of my best friend’s father
served with him many years ago and was a close
friend of his—in the military, not the Congress,
served with him. In all of his long career, he
has stood up for many worthy causes. I suppose
he’ll be remembered most as being the author
of the Montgomery GI bill and as being the
best friend the National Guard ever had.

I might say that in this political season when
I have said I hope that we can change the
direction of the last several years and make this
contest one of ideas and not insults, Sonny
Montgomery has led an entire distinguished po-
litical career able to disagree with people while
still being their friends, able to be forthright
in what he believed in without demeaning those

who disagreed with him. And I will always honor
him for that, as well.

Ladies and gentlemen, we come here by pure
coincidence at a moment when once again our
Nation’s military has shown its extraordinary skill
and professionalism in a difficult mission in Iraq.

Three days ago, despite clear warnings from
the United States and the international commu-
nity, Saddam Hussein’s forces attacked and
seized the Kurdish controlled city of Irbil in
northern Iraq. This act is part of a broad pattern
of violence and recklessness by Saddam against
the Kurds, against other ethnic minorities,
against Iraq’s neighbors. These actions have
threatened the stability of the entire region for
some years now.

This morning I ordered America’s Armed
Forces to strike Iraq, extending the no-fly zone
and destroying Iraqi missile defenses in the
south to make sure we could safely extend the
no-fly zone.

I want to reaffirm to you what I said to all
the American people early this morning: Our
objectives there are limited, but our interests
are clear, to demonstrate once again that reck-
less acts have consequences, to reduce Saddam’s
ability to strike out again at his neighbors, to
increase America’s ability to prevent future acts
of violence and aggression. These steps are
being taken to further all of these objectives
and the policy of containing Iraq that I have
pursued for 4 years now, and it was developed
before me under President Bush.

We know that if we do not pursue this policy,
we might once again be called upon to do more,
as we had to do more in Operations Desert
Shield and Desert Storm. We do not want that
to happen. And therefore, I did what I did
today. I hope you will support the decision of
the United States.
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